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T'was a month before Christmas, 
And all through the town, 

People wore masks, 
That covered their frown. 

The frown had begun 

Way back in the Spring, 
When a global pandemic 

Changed everything. 
They called it corona, 
But unlike the beer, 

It didn’t bring good times, 
It didn’t bring cheer. 

Airplanes were grounded, 
Travel was banned. 
Borders were closed 

Across air, sea and land. 
. As the world entered lockdown 

To flatten the curve, 
The economy halted, 

And folks lost their nerve. 
From March to July 

We rode the first wave, 
 

 
 

                                       

 

 
 
 

People stayed home, 
They tried to behave. 

When summer emerged 

The lockdown was lifted. 
But away from caution, 

Many folks drifted. 
Now it’s December 

And cases are spiking, 
Wave two has arrived, 
Much to our disliking 
It’s true that this year 

Has had sadness a plenty, 
. 

 

 

In past years, we have celebrated the holidays with our friends at St. Bernadette's Catholic Church and their Angel 

Tree Christmas party.  Since this year we're not able to do that,  here are several photos from past years.  

 

T'was a Month Before Christmas 
multiple sources 

 We’ll never forget 
The year 2020And just ‘round the 

corner - 
The holiday season, 
But why be merry? 

Is there even one reason? 

To decorate the house 

And put up the tree, 
Who will see it, 
No one but me. 

But outside my window 

The snow gently falls, 
And I think to myself, 
Let’s deck the halls! 

So, I gather the ribbon, 
The garland and bows, 

As I play those old carols, 
My happiness grows. 

Christmas is not cancelled 

And neither is hope. 
If we lean on each other, 

I know we can cope!  
 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

TOP VISITORS 
Volunteers having the most visits during the 
months  of October through December: 
 
Kathy Sins & Grayson, Winston, Bentley   79 
Diane Bykowski & Zoe   65 
Ivan Smith & Ozzie   36 
Penny Wagge & Alfie   24 
Warren Clark & Pepper   22 
John Grizzard & Cooper   21 
Ellen Baker & Chanel   20 
Christina Shorall & Coco   20 
Peter Baxter & Dodger   19 
Kathy Homes & Missy   17 
Barbara Digges & Maxine 14 
Julie Bronstein & Darmok , Jilad    13 

Marsha Usdane & Munchkin 13  
 

Pets on Wheels is participating in 
Arizona Gives Day 2016 

April 5, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



   

 

 

 

Meet a Couple of Our Non-Therapy Pets 
 

We want to feature your non-therapy pets in each issue---be they dogs, cats, horses, bunnies, 
snakes, birds, etc. ---- you get it……. Send to: petsonwheelsnews@gmail.com 

 

Soji 
        by Julie Bronstein 
 
Two years ago, my 2 cockapoos - two wild and crazy guys (Darmok & Jilad), crossed 
over the Rainbow Bridge. Our plan was to eventually get another dog, perhaps in a 
year or so, as we weren’t in a rush. We planned on taking our time. 
 

Despite that, I furiously began combing through the many rescue websites and found 
our very energetic and happy boy, Astro Jetson at Arizona Animal Welfare League 
(AAWL). He’s a black lab mix who loves to take long walks and to swim dozens of laps 
in the pool daily. Astro has been a POW therapy dog for a little over a year.  
 

Fast forward 2 years……I started searching the rescue websites again, even though 
we weren’t in the market for a sister or brother for Astro. I came across a dog rescue 
named Ghost Town Animal Rescue that’s located in Mesa . Every Tuesday, Ghost 
Town posts available dogs on the Facebook page and you have to be ready to act fast, 
as they get pre-adopted pretty quickly. 
 

A little over 2 months ago, we came across a terrier poodle mix at Ghost Town 
originally named Skylah. She had a good resume and we thought she’d be a good 
match with Astro. A few days later we went to meet her on a Friday and we all fell in 
love with each other instantly.  We renamed her Soji, after an honorable Star Trek 
character.   
 

Soji is a pretty quiet girl, except for the times she has something to say in her high 
pitched screechy voice. She’s approximately 5 ½ years old and no one knows her 
exact history, prior to being rescued. She’s getting acclimated to her surroundings and 
is having new experiences daily.  She loves eating dehydrated carrots that are nice 
and crunchy. We predict by winter’s end, Soji and Astro will be snuggle buddies 
huddling together to keep warm. 

by Julie Bronstein 
 

Kono 

       by Jeannie Pearce 
Meet our sister! 
  

Kono is a 5 year old English Cream Golden Retriever and was named after a 
favorite character from the TV series, Hawaii Five-0. 
  

HuMom brought Kono home when she was 8 weeks old with hopes of being a 
therapy dog team.  Kono graduated from all her obedience classes and was 
preparing for CGC when she was attacked by another dog at a Golden Retriever 
charity event.  Despite all efforts. she never regained her trust of others outside of 
her pack. 

  

Now, our daily lives revolve around Kono and the self appointed princess that she 
is.  She barks out orders for meals, bedtime and privacy when she is doing her 
outside business.  She is sweet and loving, but strong enough to resist the humans 
attempt to give her a bath! She loves napping in bed, playing in any amount of 
water and disemboweling toys in under 2 minutes.  She adores jewels, bling or 
anything shiny and has mastered the art of pulling earrings out of pierced ears.  
Kono loves green beans and demands a weekly supply of fresh fruits and 
vegetables from the garden. 
  

She is our beauty, our love and our joy and never without a smile!    
  

The Aloha Dogs (Duke, Kono, and Mano Pearce) and HuMom, Jeannie Pearce 

 

 

 



News and Notes 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

  

No News is Good News??? 
 

Not much news to report this go round.  The bad news is 
that POW's vice president, John Grizzard, has relocated 
to Bradenton, Florida with his wife and dog Cooper.  The 
good news is that John will continue on the POW Board . 
and maintain his responsibilities for the web site, data 
collection, and reports.  John will attend Board meetings 
via Zoom, as we all do right now. 
 

We know that John and Cooper will be greatly missed at 
POW events and at the care centers they faithfully visited.  

 

We're still  Zooming!!!! 
 

Last month, 16 POW volunteers participated in Zoom 
sessions led by Diane B.  Several of our good dogs also 
made brief appearances.  If it looks like a couple of our 
volunteers have taken off to a tropical beach or outer 
space---nope---they've stayed hunkered down.  These are 
examples of backgrounds that the Zoom app provides.  
 

We were delighted to welcome new volunteers Kathy Harp 
and Jordan Lee and volunteer prospect Tracy Laris.  

 
Diane updated us the latest POW happenings.  
 

Visits: 
Care Centers are being contacted to see if they are 
interested in virtual visits, either group or individual, with 
our teams. We likely will be unable to move forward with 
this immediately se to the surge in positive covid cases and 
the rollout of the covid vaccine.  
Several volunteers expressed interest in doing group patio 
visits (residents/patients inside) in the coming weeks if care 
centers say OK.   
 

Quarterly Meeting: 
Our next quarterly meeting will likely be conducted via 
Zoom in February . Instructions and a test session will be 
provided prior to the meeting for anyone who is hesitant to 
use Zoom.   
 

Sharing: 
Barbara Gutman and her dog Parker were able to "visit" at 
the Michigan hospital where they formerly visited "live."  
They stood on the patio and waved to patients and medical 
staff who viewed out the windows. 
 

Emily Florek shared a touching story of her dog Augusta 
reuniting with a woman they had frequently visited at 
Fountain Village.  The woman's daughter is a neighbor of 
Emily's; the daughter transported her mom to the 
neighborhood in a wheelchair and van.  When the van door 
opened, Augusta immediately recognized her friend and 
hopped right into the van to greet her.   
 

 

  

 

Diane will notify us when the next round of Zoom 
sessions is scheduled.   
For those who haven't participated previously, we 
encourage you do drop in.  The sessions are much like 
meeting up with friends at a local coffee shop and last 
just half an hour.  

 

 

 

  

Photos:  Colleen Brault & Maya, Jeannie Pearce & Duke, 

Dale Bates & Bandit,  Christina Shorall & Wendy Wu. 



  

 
 

 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

More 

News and Notes 

Recognition 
Phoenix Navigator Buddies 

 

Several of our volunteer teams have a second gig (or 
3rd or 4th gig).  We want to recognize those POW teams 
who are also volunteers with the Phoenix Navigator 
Buddy program at Sky Harbor Airport--Diane Bykowski, 
Mia and Zoe, Ivan Smith & Ozzie, Shawn Walker and 
Justice, and until recently John Grizzard and Cooper.   

The Phoenix Navigator program began 20 years ago. 
These friendly human volunteers provide directions, 
information, and friendly assistance  to arriving and 
departing passengers.   In 2017 Navigator Buddies 
joined the program.  Navigator Buddies are dogs in a 
registered pet therapy program who volunteer their time 
– along with their owners – to provide some tail-wagging 
comfort to airport travelers. Passengers and visitors to 
Sky Harbor have the opportunity to pet and interact with 
a therapy dog while waiting to board a plane, picking up 
a passenger, or after landing in Phoenix.   As nervous 
flyer myself, I can attest that petting a good dog at the 
airport eases my pre-flight jitters.  

This fall Mia, Zoe, Justice and Ozzie competed in the 
Navigator Buddies Fall Fashion Bracket Challenge 
Contest!  This competition featured the buddies wearing 
Halloween garb.  Mia, Zoe, and Justice made it to the 
semi-final round---where it was sister vs. sister in the 
same bracket.  Zoe garnered the most votes so 
advanced to face Justice in the finals. After tallying votes 
on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter, Zoe was declared 

the winner.  Congratulations and thank you to each 
of these volunteer teams for their airport therapy.  
 

 
Zoe and Mia were pretty darned excited to join the parade that 

celebrated the 20th Anniversary of the Phoenix Navigators 

and the 3rd Anniversary of the Navigator Buddies. 

The newsletter needs your photos, news, 
stories, recipes, cartoons, suggestions, 
etc.--anything you think other volunteers 
would enjoy.  
 

For the next issue, we are particularly 
interested in photos of your dog(s) 

sleeping. 
Send to: petsonwheelsnews@gmail.com 

 
If you’ve got a non-therapy animal that 

you’d like us to feature, send us a photo 
and a little write-up. 
Send to: petsonwheelsnews@gmail.com 
 

Thanks  to: Julie Bronstein, Diane Bykowski, 
Peggy Eischen, Jenny Lidback, Nancy Maurer, 
Jeannie Pearce, Christina Shorall, Marsha 
Usdane, and Shawn Walker who contributed to 
this issue of the newsletter.   

 

 

 
 

 
 

Clockwise: 

Zoe 

Justice 

Ozzie 

Mia 

 



Reigning Grace 

Ranch 

Like many of us Pets on 
Wheels Volunteers, 
Jenny Lidback was both 
frustrated and lost after 
the pandemic hit.  Not only could she not visit or attend 
POW events with her buddy Abby, but the pro golf 
tournaments she had planned to compete in had been 
cancelled.  This left her with a lot of free time and a desire 
to find a new volunteer gig. Jenny has always had a love 
for horses and has now been riding for the last four years 
near her home in Rio Verde (NE of Scottsdale).  A friend 
suggested that Jenny check out nearby Reigning Grace 
Ranch and thus Jenny began her service there in July.  
Her duties include landscaping and assembling and 
feeding hay and nutritional supplements.  Jenny suggested  
the ranch would make a good feature for the newsletter.  I 
agreed but, it was several months before I could visit 
Reigning Grace because of the heat.   
 

The first thing that strikes you when you arrive is the 
abundant and healthy landscaping.  As you walk from the 
parking lot to the paddocks and outbuildings, you are 
struck by the immaculate grounds -- you’d never guess that 
more than 80 animals are at home at Reigning Grace--61 
horses, 15 miniature horses and  burros, 2 cows, 4 goats, 
5 pigs, a tortoise, 2 dogs. There are also a few chickens.  
Quail are abundant throughout the property.    
 

Reigning Grace was founded in 2009 by husband and wife, 
Amanda and Christopher  Moore.  The Ranch exists to 
provide discovery, hope, and 
healing.  The Moore’s rescue 
abused, unwanted, and 
slaughter bound horses. After 
the horses are rehabbed, they 
provide therapy to foster 
children, youth with 
disabilities, and more recently, 
veterans.  There is a defined 
curriculum which emphasizes 
the learning of core values, 
such as honor, respect, 
discipline that is coupled with 
the hard work of learning 
about ranch life and equine 
sciences.  The framework for 
the curriculum is the 10 
principles of the Cowboy 
Code of the West. Lessons 
are linked to activities with the horses-- first, ground work--
petting, grooming, leading, etc. and progressing to riding.   
 

During my visit to the ranch, founder Amanda Moore 
described the unlikely path that led to Reigning Grace.  
She and Christopher had met as pre-teens and were 
competitive dancers, specializing in the Irish Step dance.  
They have danced with Michael Flatley and performed 
before President Clinton and other dignitaries.  Amanda 
taught performing and language arts in the Deer Valley 
school system for 10 years.  As they were struggling in 

their marriage, they agreed that owning a pair of horses 
might bring in a common interest.  Shortly afterwards, they 
moved to Rio Verde with the 2 horses.  It wasn’t long 
before they were feeding not only their own horses, but 
also several herds of the Rio Verde horses.  They learned 
that since many viewed the horses as a nuisance, a couple 
of them had been hit on the roads. Thus the County 
planned to round them up and send them to auction.  
There  they would very likely wind up in the hands of kill 
buyers who would send them to Mexico to be slaughtered 
for horse meat, for human consumption.  
 

So the Moore’s hatched a plan and over a period of three 
weekends, rounded up 67 feral horses.  These were 
neither reservation nor BLM horses-- they were quarter 
horses that likely had descended from the many ranch 
horses formerly in the area.   Over several months, the 
Moore's kept the horses at a nearby ranch and were able 
to rehome most of them.  Neighborhood kids stopped by to 
help out or just be with the horses.  The kids soon shared 
the problems they were facing in their home and/or school 
lives.  Something about the horses made the kids 
comfortable in telling their stories to almost strangers.  One 
night, Amanda woke up and awakened Christopher and 
told him---We're supposed to have a ranch and help kids.  
They subsequently purchased 15 acres of land, at below 
market; this became Reigning Grace. When I asked 
Amanda if this was divine guidance, she replied: Totally, 
this ranch is powered totally by God.   
 

Like most non-profits, 
the Ranch has been hit 
hard by Covid.  Several 
live fund raisers were 
cancelled.  Classes, 
which sometimes 
totaled 50 youth with 
their mentors, had to be 
reduced to one to one.  
Recently they've 
expanded these 
sessions to groups of 5 
with 2 mentors and 3 
kids.  Amanda said the 
Ranch has just a couple 

of paid staff.  She  is 
very grateful for their 
dedicated corps of 127 
volunteers, many of 
whom are teachers, 
nurses, therapists.  
When asked about the top three needs for the ranch, 
Amanda named funding, volunteers, and fencing as the 
priorities.  They also hope to purchase 5 acres to provide a 
buffer from the encroaching residential development.   I 
could go on and on about Reigning Grace, but instead 

encourage you to check out their RGR website and  RGR 

Facebook to learn more of their story.  Reigning Grace 

Ranch is a Qualifying Charitable Organization under the 
Arizona Tax .Credit Program.   Thus donations can provide 
an Arizona income tax credit, up to the Program's limit. 

Amanda, with Charlie, a Great 

Pyrenees.  He was rescued from 

apartment living and is one of the 

ranch guardians. 

Jenny with Preacher, who thought it was 

Tongue Out Thursday.  He's named 

Preacher because when Chris says Amen 

near him, he belts out a very loud whinny 

in response. 

Much gratitude to Jenny Lidback and Amanda Moore for 

opening the gates for me at Reigning Grace Ranch!  

control + click on purple text to follow links. 

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-gZ6L86rObXM/UVDzZkBm2bI/AAAAAAAAAGk/Y455oZ34K-w/s1600/Blog+10.jpg
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-gZ6L86rObXM/UVDzZkBm2bI/AAAAAAAAAGk/Y455oZ34K-w/s1600/Blog+10.jpg
https://azrgr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/AZRGR
https://www.facebook.com/AZRGR


  
Tour Reigning Grace Ranch 

 

 

Left:  Jenny Lidback helps keep the 

landscaping tidy.  Above: The desert land in 

the background is what the property 

looked like when the Moore's bought the 

15 acres that became Reigning Grace. 
 

This is Rex; he's 35 years old, which 

is approximately 105 human years. 

 

 
  

Most of the non-equines live in Critter Corner. The fence to the left 

has name plates for critters that have crossed the Rainbow Bridge. 

The 2 goats are clowns and bossy! 

  

 

 

The equines are grouped in paddocks. The geriatric horses have their own 

paddock.  The horses are blanketed when nighttime  temperatures are 40 

degrees or below.  Each paddock has one or more shade structures.  In the 

summer, the horses rarely use the shade structures because the flies like it in 

the shade--more sun, fewer flies.   The burros are very "chatty." 

 

 

 

 
As many as 50 horses may be "working" at the same time with kids.  

This means each horse needs a saddle, bridle, halter, and lead rope. 

I guarantee you've never seen a tack room with as much leather and 

organized as well as this one.   



 

Bidens bring dogs back to the White House! 
 

It’s happening!  
After a four-year break in a tradition that had lasted 
over 100 years, dogs are returning to the White 
House. Our 46th President will be taking up residence 
with two German Shepherd Dogs. When Joe and Jill 
move in, so will Champ and Major. The  

 
 
Biden’s acquired Champ when Joe became Vice-
President. The future president had promised his wife 
that if they won the White House, she could get a 
dog. While Champ was purchased from a breeder, 
the Biden’s adopted their second German Shepherd, 
Major, in 2018 after initially fostering him from the 
Delaware Humane Society. 

 

Update: Earlier this month, President Elect-Biden suffered hair-

line fractures in his right foot after an incident with his dog Major 

and a ball.  Biden explained his foot injury: "I got out of the 

shower and I’m walking through this little alleyway to get to the 

bedroom and I grabbed the ball like this and he ran and I was 

joking running after him to grab his tail. And what happened 

was he slipped on a throw rug and I tripped on the rug he slid 

on." 

 

The tradition of dogs in the White House spans from George Washington to Barack Obama. Do you know your 
White House dog history?  
  
US Presidents’ Dogs  
George Washington – 50+ Dogs 
John Adams – 2 Mixed-Breed Dogs 
Thomas Jefferson – Briard 
James Monroe – Spaniel and Siberian Husky 
John Tyler – Irish Wolfhound 
Franklin Pierce – 7 Japanese Chins 
James Buchanan – Newfoundland Dog 
Abraham Lincoln – Mixed-Breed Dog 
Ulysses Grant – Newfoundland and an Unknown Breed 
Rutherford B. Hayes – Lots of Dogs 
James Garfield – Newfoundland Dog 
Grover Cleveland – St. Bernard, Cocker Spaniel, Collie, 
Foxhounds, and Dachshunds 
Benjamin Harrison – Collie Mix and Siberian Bloodhound 
Theodore Roosevelt – Bull Terrier 
William H. Taft – Unknown Dog 
Woodrow Wilson – Airedale, Greyhound, and Bull Terrier 
Warren Harding – Airedale Terrier and Bulldog 
Calvin Coolidge – A Plethora of Dogs 

Herbert Hoover – German and Belgian Shepherd 
Franklin D. Roosevelt – Scottish Terriers, German 
Shepherd, and others 
Harry S. Truman – An Unwanted Cocker Spaniel 
Dwight D. Eisenhower – Weimaraner 
John F. Kennedy – A Plethora of Dogs and other Pets 
Lyndon B. Johnson – Beagles, Terrier, Collie 
Richard Nixon – Poodle, Terrier, and Irish Setter 
Gerald Ford – Golden Retriever 
Jimmy Carter – Border Collie Mix 
Ronald Reagan – Bouvier des Flanders, Cavalier King 
Charles Spaniel 
George H W Bush – English Springer Spaniels 
Bill Clinton – Labrador Retriever 
George W. Bush – Scottish Terriers and English Springer 
Spaniel 
Barack Obama – Portuguese Water Dogs 
Joe Biden- German Shepherd Dogs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Here are some Presidential pet oddities:  

 John Quincy Adams  Silkworms – First Lady Louisa Adams spun their silk.  
 Andrew Jackson Polly (or "Poll") – grey parrot, learned to swear (later attended Jackson's funeral but had to be 

removed due to loud and persistent profanity). 

 Wm Mckinley Yellow-headed Mexican parrot; could whistle "Yankee Doodle" 

 Calvin Coolidge Rebecca – raccoon, Rebecca was intended for a Thanksgiving feast; First Lady Grace had a tree-

house built for her instead    

 Herbert Hoover Billy Possum – A wild opossum that occupied Rebecca's vacant tree-house and was "adopted" by the 

Hoovers; temporarily filled in for a local high school's missing mascot. 

 Woodrow Wilson  Sheep  numbering 48 at its peak, the flock kept the White House lawn trimmed "in the most 

economical way"
]
the wool being sold to benefit the Red Cross. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bombyx_mori
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louisa_Adams
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grey_parrot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yellow-headed_amazon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yankee_Doodle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rebecca_(raccoon)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raccoon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grace_Coolidge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Opossum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rebecca_(raccoon)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_presidential_pets#cite_note-Wilson(Kelly)-93
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Red_Cross


  

Can you name each President with their dog(s)??? 
Answers on the last page of newsletter.   
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   Director              Diane Bykowski 
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Office Email: petsonwheelsaz@gmail.com 
News Email:  petsonwheelsnews@gmail.com 

 

Who Are the Presidents?? 

 
Jimmy Carter Lyndon Johnson Gerald Ford 

George H W Bush Warren G. Harding  Calvin Coolidge 
   Abraham Lincoln 
Bill Clinton     John Kennedy 

Franklin Roosevelt  Barack Obama George Bush 

 


