
 

 

 

 

 
  

Pets on Wheels 
of Scottsdale 

Update 
 

        April, 2020    #119 

 

April Non-Meeting 
                                      by Barbara Digges 

 

Anyone notice that it's difficult to focus since we 
stopped visiting ?? You'll probably notice few blank 
spots in the newsletter; that's because many of you 

contributed to this newsletter. A BIG shout out shout 

to those who submitted news items, photos, little 
stories, or shared some observations about these 
weird times. ( I keep hearing that word used and I think 
it's most apt.)  I will definitely ask for your help for the 
July issue.  
 

Thankfully this hit us during the season of wildflowers, 
abundant citrus,  and blooming cacti.   We blew right 
past the end of spring training, March madness, the 
US Open, etc  and I bet we weren't planning to attend 
any of the Rolling Stones' performances.   Instead we 
took frequent and long walks with our pet mates.  
Many of us met neighbors we hadn't known before. 
We saw entire families playing outside, some creating 
delightful sidewalk art. Can you imagine if this had 
happened during the heat of summer?   
 

Who had heard about Zoom six weeks ago??  Thank 
goodness we've got technology and screens to help us 
get through this!  Please save the date (below) for our 
picnic in October to celebrate out 30th Anniversary.   

Meanwhile, Be Safe, Stay Healthy! 
 
 

Meanwhile,  Be Safe, Stay Well!! 
 
 
 

Making the Best of It 
 

During the early days of confinement, the team 
of Diane B, Zoe, and Mia came up with a 
worthwhile way to stay in touch with some of 
the folks they visit.  
Diane shared that "Cookie Dog Therapy" 
happened as a result of COVID-19's putting all 
our teams on a rather long hiatus.  When, I got 
custom cookie cutters that looked like Zoe and 
Mia as a gift for my March birthday, I thought 
my quarantine time was ideal for baking 
cookies that look like my pups.  So, after 
baking and packaging them, we made 
numerous trips to places we visit regularly.  
The staff members loved Cookie Dog Therapy. 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

General Meetings: 
  7/23 to be determined 
 10/18  Picnic 30th Anniversary    Awards   
           McCormick Railroad Park 

 

As events are scheduled separate emails will be 
sent listing volunteer needs--dates, times, locations.  

It seems so long ago 

Many thanks to the "helpers" at the January meeting. 
Sign in table: Julie Bronstein, Elaine Goldenthal,  
Refreshments & Door Prize:  Ellen Baker, Christina  
Shorall  
T-tshirts:   Glenn Zellmer  Photos:  Diane Bykowski 
Set-up/Take Down: Glenn Zellmer 

Door Prize winner:  Charleen Haveron 

 
 

 

Always a creative 
problem solver, John G. 
wasted no time  
re-purposing his Pets on 
Wheels bandana into a 
virus protection mask.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
  

President’s message  April, 2020 
 

Woof Woof, 

 Peggy has gone outside.  I will finish for her, then 

maybe we can go visit, although neither she nor Glenn 

are dressed correctly.  Even though I romp with Boone 

and Glenn walks us every day, I miss my people.  You 

know my job is to be petted, and I love my job. I’m sure 

your pet is feeling much the same as me.  We miss our 

people. 
 

 I watch the news, so I am aware of the crisis affecting 

everyone.  Therefore, I can’t be selfish and just think of 

me.  I keep Peggy upbeat, she has to stay home except 

for medical appts.  I used to go with her, but now even 

Glenn can’t go into the reception room. Glenn takes care 

of us. He looks silly in his bandit mask and he is always 

wiping away germs.  Both of them wash their hands a 

lot, but I don’t think they are very good about not 

touching their faces. 
 

I hope you are well and following the CDC 

recommendations to keep you safe.  Luckily, all our 

extended family is well. We are very thankful.  When I 

get my visiting look, Peggy pets me, then says, “ We 

have to wait and see, nobody really knows when it will 

be safe to visit your people.” 

My thought is: I will be ready, when that time comes.  

 

 

 

NEW VISITING TEAMS 
 

Eleven new volunteer teams started their visits 
during January thru March.  Welcome!! 
 

Friendship Village 
Kathy Harp  Daisy  MaltiPoo 
Jeannie Pearce  Mano Golden Retriever 
 

Heritage Court 
Jordan Lee  Millie  Rhodesian Ridgeback 
 

Lone Mountain 
Peg Jones  Cassie  Pembroke Corgi 
 

Pueblo Norte 
Marianne Primeau  Benjamin  Mix 
Mark Fellman  Max  German Shepherd  
 
Santé 
Mike & Susan Perry  Noah  Siberian Husky 
 

Shea Parc 
Victoria Merhulik  Freya  Sharpei Mix 
 
Sunrise Middle School 
Patricia Ihsen Coco  Labrador 
 
Vi-Grayhawk 
Nicolle Palmer  Leo  English Bulldog 
 

Westminster 
Kay Long  Jax  Sheepadoodle 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TOP VISITORS 
Volunteers having the most visits during the 
months  of October through December: 
 
Kathy Sins & Grayson, Winston, Bentley   79 
Diane Bykowski & Zoe   65 
Ivan Smith & Ozzie   36 
Penny Wagge & Alfie   24 
Warren Clark & Pepper   22 
John Grizzard & Cooper   21 
Ellen Baker & Chanel   20 
Christina Shorall & Coco   20 
Peter Baxter & Dodger   19 
Kathy Homes & Missy   17 
Barbara Digges & Maxine 14 
Julie Bronstein & Darmok , Jilad    13 

Marsha Usdane & Munchkin 13  
 

Pets on Wheels is participating in 
Arizona Gives Day 2016 

April 5, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 Health Certificates: 
While we are not visiting, Elaine Goldenthal will continue 
to send out reminders for upcoming Health Certificates.   
 

We understand that you may not be taking your partner 
to the vet for routine care right now---because you are 
staying at home or your vet is discouraging non-essential 
visits.   
 

If your Health Certificate with us lapses, we won't "nag" 
you.  However, your dog will need a current Health 
Certificate once you begin visiting again. 

TOP VISITORS 
 

These are the volunteer teams with 9 or 
more visits for January and February.  
 

Diane Bykowski  Mia & Zoe     61 
John Grizzard & Cooper   52 
Carl Gross & Posey     28 
Nancy Maurer Max & Rosie    21 
Ellen Baker  Coco & Chanel    20 
Christina Shorall  Wendy Wu   20 
Charleen Haveron Joey & Piper   16 
Mary Sosnowski  Misha & Rocky  15 
Dale Bates  AJ     13 
Marlene Miller Princess Poppy   13 
Lisa Levey  Scout     12 
Jenny Lidback  Abby     12 
Gail Gundling  Maggie    10 
Alice McCormick  Princess Poppy  10 
Stacey Jarriel  Schoko    9 
David Rosen  Charlie      9 
Shawn Walker Justice      9 
 

Woof Woof!   

Mason the Newfoundland  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
  

Ellen Baker, Coco & Chanel 
Colleen Brault & Maya 
Diane Bykowski, Zoe & Mia 
Dale Bates & AJ 
Christine Drawert & Hana 
Denise Forsman & Ferris 
Peggy Eischen & Mason  
Denise Forsman & Ferris 
David Gill & Roscoe  
John Grizzard & Cooper 
Gail Gundling & Maggie 
Barbara Gutman & Parker 
Charleen Haveron, Joey and Piper 
Jenny Lidback & Abby 

Nancy Maurer, Max & Rosie 

Pets on Wheels in Action 
 
 

Many thanks to our volunteer teams who 
attended special events this past quarter 
and to Diane Bykowski for coordinating 
these events and sharing the photos.  

 

 

 

 

 

Marlene Miller & Princess Poppy 
Jeannie Pearce & Mano 
Sharon Phillips & Tallulah 
Karen Scharf & Hudson 
Sheryl Socoloff & Lucky  
Christina Shorall & Wendy Wu 
Ivan Smith & Ozzie 
Lisa Spero & Everest 
Jude Tarris & Winnie 
Marsha Usdane & Munchkin 
Shawn Walker & Justice 
Glenn Zellmer & Mason  
Greg Zych & Nellie 

 

 

Desert Botanical Gardens 
featuring some of our newer 

volunteers 
 

 
top row:   

Zoe shows new kid Mano the ropes 
Shawn Walker & Justice 
 
2nd row:   

Courtney Brooks & Dallas 
Aliya Gutman (grndtr of Barbara 
Gutman) & Parker 

Events the past quarter included Dogs' Day in the 
Garden @ Desert Botanical Gardens, pet parades 
at Maravilla Enliven, Maravilla Assisted Living, and 
Andara.   

 



      Pet Parades 
 

 

   

  
 

  
 

Nancy Maurer & Max Denise Forsman & Ferris 

 
Mia 

Charlene Haveron & Piper 
Lisa & Everest, Denise & Ferris 

Nancy & Max 
Maggie & Gail Gundling 

Christine Drawert & Hana 

 

Zoe, Lisa & Everest, Jenny & 

Abby, Sheryl Socoloff, Lucky 

& Maya 

Lisa Spero & Everest 

Our volunteer teams shared smiles, hugs 
and joy at the Maravilla and Andara Pet 

Parades.  We joined residents in 
celebrating Valentine's Day. 

 

 

 Volunteer Teams: 

 

Barbara Gutman & Parker 

Dale Bates & AJ 

Lisa Spero & Everest 

Denise Forsman & Ferris 

Nancy Maurer & Max 

Mia (with her eyes on 

Mommy, Diane Bykowski 

who took the pic. ) 

 



 Meet Barbara & Parker 

Who speaks Portuguese and loves the water? 
Wellll, it's not Parker Gutman, the Portuguese 
Water Dog (PWD) who belongs to volunteer 
Barbara Gutman and her husband Steve.  
Parker will venture into the water to retrieve a 
treat, but once he's eaten it he heads for land. 
 

Parker, now 8, joined the Gutman household 
when he was 12 weeks old.  The Gutmans had 
become friends with 
another PWD who 
belonged to an 
oncologist friend.  Bruno 
helped patients get 
through infusion 
sessions and tough 
meetings with medical 
staff.  The Gutmans 
wanted the same breed 
and the same trainer.  
Eventually, Parker was 
pronounced "perfect for 
the job", although it took him a couple of years 
to shed his puppy playfulness.  The Gutmans 
asked their  8 year old granddaughter to 
suggest a name-----she came up with "Parker", 
who happened to be the name of a boy she 
had a crush on.   
 

Parker can roll over and spin as well as "pray" 
and "high five".  When asked a question, he 
barks to reply, but only when he wants 
whatever you ask him.   For example, if you 
ask him if he wants to go outside, he only barks 
his answer if he does want to go out.  
Parker loves his squeaky toys and is 
determined to get the squeakers out.  
Whenever someone comes to the door, he 
runs to get one of his many toys to show off.   
 

Barbara was a teacher for 40 years--5th grade, 
knitting and needlepoint.  She learned Hebrew 
and instructed Bar and Bat Mitzvah students for 
many years.   
 

Barbara and her husband spend their time 

between Michigan and Arizona.  This year their 
return to their home outside of Detroit is 

delayed due to the Covid 19 pandemic.  When 
in Michigan, Parker and Barbara visit a hospital 
and a nursing home.   
 

 

Barbara learned of Pets on Wheels through a 
brochure in their vet's office.  They became 
volunteers 5 
years ago when 
Parker was 
nearly three.  
They visit Vi 
Grayhawk, the 
Piper Cancer 
Center and 
Scottsdale 
Osborn Hospital.  
They also are 
frequent 
participants in 
POW events.  
Barbara's 
granddaughter 
Aliya, now 13, 
has been attending events with them for 
several years--Sky Kids, the Botanical 
Gardens, Angel Tree, etc.  Aliya loves to 
mingle and show off Parker, hand out our 
brochures and tell others about Pets on 
Wheels.   
 

Barbara and Parker have made many friends 
through pet therapy. One of those friends was 
Neal Jennings, Pets on Wheels Founder. 
 Barbara shared: For years I would sit with Neal 
and talk.  He would talk about POW and being 
on the David Letterman show.  He’d teach me 
tricks to do with Parker.  We had such 
wonderful visits, him in his motorized scooter 
and me sitting on his bed.   
 

Barbara relected- Therapy dogs make you 
forget for a few minutes and make you smile.    
I think Parker and I get more out of our many 
visits than the patients nurses, and staff do.      
(Editor's note):   I think if I could pick a couple 
of dogs to be quarantined with, I just might 
chose 
Parker.   

 

 
 
 
 

 

Barbara & Parker visit a patient at the 

Piper Cancer Center 



News and Notes 
 

Successful Arizona Gives 
 
For the 6th year, Pets on Wheels participated 
in the Arizona Gives giving campaign, along 
with more than 900 other Arizona non-profits.  
We exceeded this years' goal of $3000  by 
several hundred dollars, in both on-line and 
mail in donations.  We were very pleased with 
the support in the midst of a very difficult time 
in all of our lives.  We are most grateful to the 
22 volunteers, from 47 donors, who gave. 
 

Statewide, the Gives campaign raised more 
than $5 million, up from last year's $3.6 million.  
Special thanks go out to Diane Bykowski, Zoe, 
and Mia for championing POW on Facebook, 
Nancy Mauer for matching the donations made 

by her family and friends, and to Barbara 
Digges for again leading our Arizona Gives 
participation. 
 

 

POW volunteers who donated: 
 

Chris Barnes 
Dale Bates 
Diane Bykowski 
Maxine Clark (retired) 
Barbara Digges 
Peggy Eischen 

Christine Drawert 
Emily Florek 
Pamela Geistweit 
Gail Gundling 
Barbara Gutman 
Stacey Jarriel 

Lisa Levey 
Jenny Lidback 
Nancy Maurer 
Jill Neitzke 
Joan O'Sullivan 
(retired) 

David Rosen 
Sheryl Socoloff 
Kim Spangler 
Terri Stanley 
Glenn Zellmer 

 

   

  

Rainbow Bridge 
 

We bid a sad farewell to Tilly, 

beloved companion of Kim 

Spangler.  Tilly, a Springer Spaniel, 

was a rescue dog with 3 legs who 

became a beloved therapy dog.  

Kim and Tilly joined Pets on Wheels 

in September 2018.  They visited 

Santé and joined in the pet parades 

at Maravilla.  Tilly loved seeing the 

children at Sky Kids and St. 

Bernadette’s Christmas Angels.        

RIP dear Tilly.   
 

Recovering 
 
Wally (Heather Castro) is recovering after tearing 
his CCL.  He is resting at home and swimming 
occasionally for his own therapy. 
 
Scout (Lisa Levey) recently had surgery to repair 
a torn CCL.  Recovery has been challenging 
since Scout resides in a household with 3 other 
dogs. It's difficult for a Doodle to practice social 
distancing. 
 

Gail Gundling is feeling better after being 
hospitalized for several days. 
 

Marsha Usdane 
recently underwent knee 
replacement surgery 
and reports she is doing 
very well.   
 
Munchkin dropped off a 
few photos to let folks 
know they wouldn't be 
visiting for a while.  
 

 

 

For your enjoyment: 

John Grizzard shared this touching video that 

is posted on YouTube---So God Made a Dog 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VDrabmm421I 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VDrabmm421I


 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

More 

News and Notes 

 

 

Guest Dogs at January 
Meeting 

 

We welcome the new volunteer teams 
who attended our January meeting. 

 

 

Volunteer Ellen Baker recently presented Peggy with 
a handmade quilt that she created. The quilt   
features our dogs' trading cards, both front and back.  
Look closely to see if you can find your dog.  

Boone's Story 
 

You may recall that Peggy's beloved Golden Retriever, 
Boone (14 years young) retired last year. Recently Peggy 
related the following: 
I had a request for a golden retriever visit to an ALS patient 
(in her home)  She had no feeling in her  body, except one 
hand and before the feeling left that hand, she wanted to pet 
a Golden.   
Yesterday, Boone came out of retirement to fulfill that 
request.  It was a total surprise to the patient.  As we entered 
the room, her caregiver said, "Here is the surprise, I told you 
was coming". 
She is sitting in a chair, all hunched over, with only the floor 
in her line of vision.  Boone walked into her seeing space, 
and she saw him.  The woman cried, the caregiver cried and 
her husband cried.  Boone licked her face and she smiled 
with delight.   
The caregiver put her neck brace on and she sat up 
somewhat.  She was mentally perky and could not take her 
hand off Boone. She was so grateful she had gotten to pet 
Boone, before she checks out. (her words)  
I left her about 10 of Boone's cards. She has Grandchildren. 
 

Boone hadn't forgotten his job or how to sit getting his 
bandanna.  He knew to get close and get in her face. 
I have worked years on his not licking, but licking her face 

resulted in the biggest smile. She loved it.  
 

Three of our teams appeared on the Fox 
10 Morning Show in February to promote 
pet therapy and Pets on Wheels.  
Backstage are Mia, Princess Poppy, and 
Marlene Miller, Mason with Glenn & 
Peggy. 

 

 

 

 

    
Marlene Miller, Princess 

Poppy & Alice McCormick 
Shawn Miller & Justice Sandra Coren & Missy Kathleen DeFalco & Luci 



 

 

What have you (and your dog) done to pass the 
time while you're not visiting?    

Most reported they are taking more frequent walks or 
hikes with their dogs.  Several mentioned that their dog is 
finding it difficult to "social distance" from other dogs or 
walkers. 

Linda Stevens and Marsha Usdane have enjoyed doing 
Face Time/Zoom with family. 
 

Wally (Heather Castro) and Everest (Lisa Spero)  have 
enjoyed swimming. 
 

Peg Jones reports that Cassie has been extraordinarily 
patient with being a model 
while I made the dogs new 
raincoats. We have also been 
working on getting Cassie 
comfortable in the stroller so 
she will be easier for residents 
to reach. Her short little Corgi 
legs won't stop her from getting 
pets once we can visit again. 
 
John Grizzard kept busy putting together a slide 
presentation to send to each of the 35 facilities we visit - 
showing the Therapy Dog Teams for each facility.  We 
hope these photos will bring a smile to their faces and 
brighten their days just a little. 

Peggy Eischen reports Mason is more entitled than 
ever.  Now he refuses to walk his regular routes. He gets 
to a certain point, takes the leash in his mouth and heads 
home. When walking a new route he's all for it.  He 
wants to choose the path, explore new territory.  

 
A couple of our dogs also weighed  in: 
 
From Astro (Julie Bronstein)  
 
My daily routine has not really changed since my daddy 
has worked from home for many years. What has 
changed is the number of my "gal pals" that I see out on 
my daily walks. I'd like to send a shout out to Belle, (my 
best friend, a maltipoo). When Belle saw me on our 
walking path she came running to me like a "star crossed 
lover." 
Here's a great piece of advice from my "cousin Frankie", 
a Sheltie from Texas 
"Don't shake hands! Not because of the coronavirus, but 
because apparently everyone is out of toilet paper!" Well 
said Frankie. 
 
Take care, 
Astro 
 
 
 

From Abby (Jenny Lidback) 
 

This is Abby, Jenny is my Mom!! Since our visits and 
events have been suspended, Mom keeps busy by 
finding things to do outdoors. She’s been taking me on 
long walks; she does the walking and I get to smell the 
fresh air while relaxing in the doggie stroller. She’s also 
been playing some 
golf late in the 
afternoon; golf cart 
rides are the best!! 
 
I hope all my four 
legged friends and 
their humans are 
staying busy but safe. 
And I reall y hope we 
can get back to normal 
soon. I send all of you 
a ”tail wagging” hug. 
Oh, Mom says “hi” too!!!! 
 

When she's not napping with the cat, Lily has been a big 
help to Chris Barnes doing yard work..  
 

  

 

 

Stacey Jarriel and buddies Schoko & Cody 

Covid 19 Confinement  We asked volunteers how they're 

spending their time will not visiting.  Here are the responses.  

 



 

 

Stacey Jarriel has learned how much we really all 
need each other and how therapeutic social contact 
can be. 

Lisa Spero is learning how to make epoxy resin 
jewelry, carve wood for the jewelry and  how to 
build things for my house.  
 
Terry Taylor recognized  I'm glad I kept my mom's 
recipe file.  I've been cooking a lot more than usual. 
 
 
Hillary Chen and Noodles   
have been learning some 
new and  practicing old 
tricks, such as high-five, roll 
over and jump! 
 
 
 
 
 
Peg Jones hopes we've learned not to take the 
mundane for granted and to appreciate the little 
interactions of everyday.   
 

Emily Florek has became more aware of time and 
how we spend it. 

 
 
Ann Hammersly is mastering the art of playing with 
three dogs at once!  She learned the hard way that 
it helpful to have thick skin when teeth miss toys. 
Her husband captured play time in this video. 
https://youtu.be/xo7avH9RFi0 
 
Barbara Gutman recognizes how precious 
friendships are and how important it is to stay in 
touch.  Her granddaughter Aliya has learned that 
we can support each other even if we are not 
together. 
 
Nancy Maurer has  learned that one of her dogs 
snores loud enough that he can occasionally be 
heard by others on a conference call... And he 
sleeps with his tongue sticking out, too. He also 
barks randomly, not necessarily in response to 
something outside, so when I am on a work phone 
call, I have to keep my finger close to the mute 
button so that I can mute quickly if he decides to 
bark. 
 
Lisa Levey speaks for all of us:   We miss seeing 
all the people we visit so much!  Hope to see you all 
soon!! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Covid 19 Confinement  2 

We asked volunteers What have you learned 
during this confinement? Here are the responses.  

 

 

 

Piper (Linda 

Stevens) before his 

summer haircut 

 

 

Scout (Lisa Levey) 

after his summer 

haircut.  

 
 

Thanks to the volunteers who responded to the questions and/or submitted 

photos.  We will definitely need your help for the July issue.   

https://youtu.be/xo7avH9RFi0


 

Pets on Wheels of Scottsdale 
1700 N Granite Reef 
Scottsdale, AZ 85357 
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QUARTERLY MEETING 

 
to be determined 

 
VIA LINDA SENIOR CENTER 

105
th

 Street & Via Linda 
Scottsdale, AZ 

 

 
 


